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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 
encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 
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Candidate Name * 
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Candidate Phone Number * 


a ed 


Candidate Email * 
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Preferred Mailing Address * 
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Preferred Phone Number * 


Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC * 


JALO UEO ALA FEET ice ees 


Campaign Website * 


jaffeforsupervisor.com 


Social Media * 


Meta: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61553748496193; Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/jaffeforsupervisor/ muna 
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Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


C Jaffe for Supervi... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


1978 to present (2023) 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


Yes, Santa Clara County. Registered there for 9 year trom Ti To 1978 


Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


Lifelong Democrat, member Mid-County Democratic since its inception in 2019, endorsed by DCC multiple 
times, last time 2022, for Director Soquel Creek Water District. Not in the past few years, but worked hard for 
McGovern campaign when | was young. ii 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider tobe * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


My campaign start was delayed for personal reasons. | am in the process of accumulating endorsements. 
Top endorsements to date include Soquel Creek Water District Board members Dr. Tom Lahue, Carla 
Christensen, Rachel Lather; Paul Elerick, Sr., Past DCC Chairperson and Democrat of the Year; Bill Kelsey; 
Doug Bird, Attorney; Paul Thorne, Musician; Rose Cardona, Corralitos, Retired Accountant; Steve McCarthy, 
Former Lab Director at Dominican Hospital; Elaine McCarthy, Business Owner. 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your i 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


My background includes working on climate change, sea level rise, and disaster response with world experts 
as a professional geologist/oceanographer. | have a PhD in Earth Sciences from UC Santa Cruz and a 
Masters in Oceanographer. As a Director on the Soquel Creek Water Board for 21 years, | have contributed to 
solutions to water sustainability for our county. When I was first elected to the water board, our community 
was facing seawater intrusion that would contaminate our water sources. | worked collaborative with the 
County, City of Santa Cruz, private well pumpers, and smaller water agencies to solve the problem of 
seawater intrusion by being instrumental in forming the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency (MGA) 
and served as its first chair. The MGA also is working to collaborative solve the problem of water during 
droughts. Among my personal qualities that prepare me for being an effective Supervisor are good listening 
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What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly a 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


Housing: Accessible housing is fundamental to ensuring everyone's right to a dignified life. The soaring 
housing expenses are reshaping our community's demographics and exacerbating homelessness, 
demanding urgent action and inclusive policies for affordable housing solutions; 


Transportation: | am committed to implementing comprehensive transportation improvements, including 
investing in sustainable infrastructure, promoting eco-friendly modes of transit such as rail, and fostering 
collaborations with local communities to address specific mobility needs. By prioritizing these initiatives, we 
can create a more resilient and environmentally conscious transportation system that enhances the quality 
of life for all residents.,; 


Climate Adaptation: | have worked with world experts for 20 years on the effects of climate change and sea 
level rise. Santa Cruz County is forecast to experience more frequent and more severe periods of drought, 
wildfires, extreme heat, flooding, and storms, worsening air quality, and more frequent landslides. In 
addition, sea level rise will increase coastal erosion and threaten coastal aquifers. | support directing 
resources to mitigate climate change effects and the creation of a living document with the most up-to-date 
plan for adapting to climate change.; 


Disaster Resiliency: | believe that establishing a comprehensive disaster resiliency plan, addressing both 
short and long-term strategies, is paramount. Drawing upon my firsthand experience witnessing the 
aftermath of various disasters like tsunamis, storms, floods, earthquakes, and fires, | am well-equipped to 
assess and enhance the County's capacity to mitigate, respond to, and recover from such disasters 
effectively.; 


Equity: | am dedicated to creating an equitable landscape for all residents by championing policies that 
bridge economic disparities, fostering inclusive community development and prioritizing equal access to 
essential services. | support allocating the resources and opportunities needed for all to reach an equal 
outcome. 


In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


My position on the rail trail and public transportation is to implement comprehensive transportation 
improvements, including investing in sustainable infrastructure, promoting eco-friendly modes of transit 
such as buses and trains, and fostering collaborations with local communities to address specific mobility 
needs. At present, | am a proponent of both the trail and rail. A study by the RTC that will be completed in 
2028 will allow a more thorough evaluation of the feasibility of rail. 
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Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


| have already enabled the ability to build more housing as a Director of the Soquel Creek Water Board by 
creating a new water supply, the first in the county in over 50 years, in the Pure Water Soquel water 
purification and seawater intrusion prevention project. Pure Water Soquel will be on line in fall of 2024. 
Water is a limitation for new housing, including affordable housing. | support increasing the required 
percentage of affordable housing in new developments. Housing issues are complex and require 
approaches that involve more than just the County. | would partner with local municipalities and the State 
for reasonable plans for addressing housing issues. 


How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


| have research to do on this matter, but I’m sure we can make improvements. A first step is to accurately 
track infrastructure projects in the 2nd District. A second step is to evaluate whether these projects are 
being done equably for all parts of the District. | would also reach out to communities throughout the 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to i 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


Santa Cruz County is forecast to experience more frequent and more severe periods of drought, wildfires, 
extreme heat, flooding, and storms, worsening air quality, and more frequent landslides. In addition, sea 
level rise will increase coastal erosion and threaten coastal aquifers. | support directing resources to 
mitigate climate change effects and the creation of a living document with the most up-to-date plan for 
adapting to climate change. In addition, working with impacted adjacent counties on plans would increase 
the efficiency of our County’s efforts. 
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Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to i 


override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


| initially was a proponent of developing a new water supply through a seawater desalination joint project 
between the Soquel Creek Water District and the City of Santa Cruz. Through the process of gathering new 
information, | changed my initial opinion and became an advocate of water purification as a preferred 
source of new water. Key to my change in opinion was reduced energy required for water purification versus 
desalination. Less energy use contributes less to global warming. There is also an eloquence and thriftiness 
to recycling and purifying water. 


This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. 


Google Forms 
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